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AVON TERRACE, YORK, DEVELOPMENT - DESTRUCTION OF FICUS TREE 

228. Hon GIZ WATSON to the minister representing the Minister for Heritage: 
I refer to the development application for lots 1, 2 and 26 Avon Terrace, York. 
(1) Is the minister aware that a 104-year-old Ficus hillii tree is on the boundary of this development and 

will be destroyed when the development proceeds? 
(2) Is the minister aware that 680 residents lodged submissions to the Shire of York requesting the tree be 

saved and incorporated into the plan? 
(3) Is the minister aware that this tree is not causing any root invasion to historic buildings on Main Street 

and the paved footpath, as it is approximately 12 metres from the footpath? 
(4) Will the minister act to save this tree under section 59 of the Heritage of Western Australia Act 1990? 
(5) If no to (4), why not? 
Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH replied:   
I thank the member for some notice of this question. 
(1) I am aware of the tree in question, although I cannot guarantee its age to the house.  The tree may be 

considerably younger than the 104 years claimed for it.  It is, for example, growing on the site of the old 
Railway - or Royal -Hotel, which was demolished in 1968 following the Meckering earthquake. 

(2) I was not aware of the specific number of submissions.  I am nevertheless aware that there has been a 
high level of community concern regarding the proposed redevelopment of this site and the loss of the 
ficus tree.  It is unfortunate that this was not reflected in the Shire of York’s own municipal heritage 
inventory.  If it had been reflected, it would have been linked to the Shire of York’s town planning 
scheme and afforded greater consideration in any development proposal. 

(3)-(4) No. 

(5) The Heritage Council’s register committee assessed a nomination of the tree for heritage listing from 
the community in February of this year.  This committee, which is composed of independent experts, 
determined that the tree is not likely to be of significance to the state of Western Australia in its own 
right and forms only one element of a much wider precinct.  Accordingly, it would be inappropriate for 
me to place a stop-work order on the tree.  However, the local authority does have the ability to protect 
the tree under its town planning scheme if that is the community’s wish. 

 


